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Following	the	success	of	the	netbook	concept,	even	manufacturers	not	usually	associated	with	laptops	are	looking	to	get	in	on	the	action.	The	latest	is	Nokia	with	its	Booklet	3G.Looking	more	like	a	mini	Apple	MacBook	Pro	than	any	of	its	current	netbook	rivals,	it	feels	worth	every	bit	of	the	steep	asking	price.The	chassis	is	made	from	a	single	piece	of
aluminium	and	there's	no	sign	at	all	of	flex	under	pressure.	The	black	plastic	on	the	rear	is	an	acquired	taste,	however.The	keyboard	is	incredibly	sturdy,	although	the	small	keys	won't	suit	all	users.	The	rubberised	finish	is	tactile	and	the	isolated	style	–	with	each	key	sticking	up	through	an	individual	hole	in	the	chassis	–	sees	plenty	of	space	between
the	keys.With	a	responsive	and	comfortable	action,	this	is	one	of	the	most	impressive	keyboards	we've	yet	seen	on	a	netbook.The	screen	is	also	very	good,	with	a	pin-sharp	1280	x	720-pixel	resolution.	As	a	result,	there's	more	than	enough	space	to	work	with	a	couple	of	windows	side	by	side.There	was	a	hazy	quality	to	our	preproduction	review	sample
–	with	images	looking	slightly	smeared	–	but	it's	a	bright	and	colourful	panel	nevertheless.There	are	plenty	of	features	on	offer,	including	integrated	3G/HSDPA,	providing	wireless	broadband	on	the	go.	A-GPS	is	also	in	place,	along	with	mapping,	and	lets	you	use	the	Booklet	as	a	sat-nav	device.There	are	three	USB	ports	placed	around	the	chassis	and
an	HDMI	port	lets	you	connect	to	a	high-definition	(HD)	TV	or	projector.There's	also	an	SD	and	SIM	card	reader	hidden	behind	a	plastic	cover.Atom	processor	When	it	comes	to	components,	the	Booklet	is	standard	netbook	fare.	There's	an	Intel	Atom	processor	running	at	1.6GHz	and	1024MB	of	memory	powering	the	Windows	7	operating	system.We
found	it	quite	sluggish	to	start-up,	but	it	was	fine	once	up	and	running.	Performance	could	also	change	for	the	full	production	model.A	key	feature	of	this	netbook	is	that	Nokia	is	claiming	up	to	twelve	hours	of	use	from	the	standard	battery.	Unlike	many	such	claims	from	laptop	manufacturers,	this	proves	to	be	entirely	believable	in	this	case	and	we
managed	to	get	an	amazing	679	minutes	from	a	single	charge	when	testing	our	pre-production	sample.Although	the	price	of	the	Nokia	Booklet	3G	may	take	it	away	from	the	original	'basic	and	affordable'	ethos	of	the	netbook	market	-	as	we	went	to	press,	Nokia	was	trying	to	tie	the	price	down	to	£599,	but	this	may	rise	to	£649	-	it's	still	an	amazingly
good	machine.If	you	place	quality	above	a	bargain-basement	price,	you	currently	won't	find	a	better	netbook	on	the	market,	and	the	all-day	battery	life	greatly	adds	to	its	overall	appeal.Follow	TechRadar	Reviews	on	Twitter:	S	BEST	DEALS	No	new	notifications	You’ll	get	updated	when	important	things	are	happening,	and	when	you	engage	with	our
community.	We	all	pack	appropriate	clothing	when	we	leave	for	a	business	trip,	but	most	mobile	users	will	still	feel	naked	if	they	don't	have	easy,	fast	access	to	the	Internet.	Sure,	you	can	stop	at	a	Wi-Fi	hot	spot	or	catch	up	at	the	hotel	at	night,	but	what	do	you	do	the	rest	of	the	time?	Enter	cellular	providers	that	offer	3G	data	service	over	their
networks	at	broadband-like	speeds.	Third-generation	wireless	technology,	or	3G,	started	being	rolled	out	in	about	2001,	and	offers	a	wide	range	of	services	(from	music	downloads	to	mobile	GPS)	and	greater	efficiency	than	previous	standards.	In	the	U.S.,	three	providers	offer	3G	service:	AT&T,	Verizon	Wireless	and	Sprint.	The	fourth	nationwide
carrier,	T-Mobile,	says	it	will	roll	out	its	3G	network	starting	later	this	year.	Although	3G	can	be	accessed	using	many	cell	phones,	road	warriors	who	need	to	get	serious	work	done	will	likely	want	to	use	their	laptops.	To	that	end,	more	notebook	makers	are	offering	optional	built-in	cellular	data	network	connections.	For	those	of	us	who	aren't	ready	to
purchase	a	computer	with	that	capability,	there	are	numerous	plug-in	radio	modems	that	can	offer	the	connection.	To	test	these	capabilities,	I	got	hold	of	cellular	network	cards	from	AT&T,	Sprint	and	Verizon,	and	used	them	with	a	Lenovo	ThinkPad	X300	notebook.	I	watched	videos	on	commuter	trains,	worked	with	e-mail	at	cafes,	listened	to	Internet
radio	at	the	airport	and	downloaded	large	files	while	in	a	car.	How	we	tested	To	gauge	the	speed	and	reliability	of	these	three	wireless	data	networks,	I	used	my	ThinkPad	X300	to	collect	nearly	500	data	points	at	eight	different	places	in	New	York,	New	Jersey	and	Connecticut,	within	a	50-mile	radius	of	midtown	Manhattan's	urban	canyons.	I	timed
how	long	it	took	to	establish	a	connection	with	each	network,	followed	by	speed	tests.	Using	Alken's	bandwidth	meter,	I	was	able	to	gauge	download	and	upload	speeds	as	well	as	how	long	it	took	to	load	that	vendor's	home	page.	Finally,	I	ran	an	Internet	radio	station	and	timed	how	long	it	took	to	drain	the	battery.	I	then	compared	it	to	running	the
battery	down	using	the	notebook's	Wi-Fi	radio.	All	speed	readings	--	connection	time,	the	Alken	speed	tests	and	page	loading	times	--	were	repeated	five	times	and	averaged.	PARIS	--	Alcatel-Lucent	SA	has	closed	its	acquisition	of	Nortel	Networks	Corp.'s	Universal	Mobile	Telecommunications	System	(UMTS)	mobile	infrastructure	business,	the
companies	said	today.	Alcatel-Lucent	announced	plans	to	buy	the	3G	(third-generation)	networking	business	in	September	for	$320	million,	less	transaction	costs.	The	company	said	it	cleared	the	final	regulatory	approvals	and	closed	the	purchase	on	Dec.	31.	The	deal	makes	Alcatel-Lucent	one	of	the	largest	providers	of	UMTS	gear,	with	one	in	four
UMTS	operators	worldwide	using	its	products,	the	company	said.	Nortel	had	failed	to	establish	a	leading	position	in	the	3G	market	and	will	now	focus	instead	on	what	it	calls	4G	mobile	technologies,	including	WiMax,	EV-DO	(Evolution-Data	Optimized)	Revision	C	and	the	LTE	(Long-Term	Evolution)	generations	of	UMTS.	It	will	also	continue	to
support	customers	using	earlier	CDMA	(Code	Division	Multiple	Access)	and	GSM	(Global	System	for	Mobile	Communications)	technologies.	About	1,700	employees	from	Nortel's	UMTS	unit	are	moving	to	Alcatel-Lucent,	including	most	of	the	research	and	development	team,	the	companies	have	said.	Alcatel	and	Lucent	completed	their	merger	in
November.	Copyright	©	2007	IDG	Communications,	Inc.	It’s	great	that	the	new	iPhone	has	faster	data	service	and	GPS.	And	you	could	get	lost	for	days	in	the	new	iPhone	App	Store	looking	at	all	the	cool	new	toys	and	productivity	tools.	But	quite	a	few	Achilles’	heels–in	the	form	of	missing	features–still	remain	in	Apple’s	3G	iPhone.	What’s	most
surprising	is	that	these	features	come	standard	in	some	of	even	the	most	basic	models	of	rival	phones.	With	these	features	added,	the	3G	iPhone	could	come	pretty	close	to	perfect.	(This	isn’t	the	first	time	we’ve	complained	about	what’s	missing	from	the	iPhone,	and	many	of	the	gripes	on	this	list	are	repeat	offenders.)	(You	can	read	more	of	PC
World’s	iPhone	coverage	here.)	Here’s	what	we	would	still	like	to	see	in	the	iPhone:	Despite	being	fairly	standard	on	most	multimedia	phones,	MMS	capabilities	aren’t	part	of	the	3G	iPhone’s	bag	of	tricks.	That	said,	you	can	e-mail	photos	taken	with	the	iPhone’s	2-megapixel	camera	(or	photos	stored	on	the	device).	You	can	also	share	YouTube	links
directly	from	the	iPhone’s	YouTube	application.	So	why	is	MMS	missing?	It	could	be	tied	directly	to	the	3G	iPhone’s	lack	of	a	video	camera;	you	can’t	share	video	files	if	you	can’t	shoot	or	store	it	natively	on	the	device.	As	for	music,	iTunes’	strict	limitations	on	sharing	music	are	probably	the	reason	behind	that,	but	it	would	at	least	be	nice	to	have
audio-sharing	capabilities	for	non-DRM-protected	tracks.	You’ve	got	to	love	the	fact	that	the	new	iPhone	no	longer	requires	an	adapter	or	headphones	designed	for	its	recessed	headphone	jack.	But	what	about	cutting	the	cable	altogether?	Unlike	the	latest	BlackBerry,	Windows	Mobile,	and	Symbian	mobile	platforms,	the	latest	iPhone	still	doesn’t	offer
the	convenience	of	using	a	stereo	Bluetooth	headset	to	listen	to	its	on-board	iPod,	at	least	not	without	using	a	bulky	adapter.	For	such	a	common	feature,	and	for	a	company	so	aesthetically	inclined,	that’s	more	than	a	little	surprising.	Apple	fixed	a	few	of	the	first-gen	iPhone’s	shortcomings	with	the	early-2008	firmware	update	(sending	text	messages
to	more	than	one	recipient,	for	example),	but	they	didn’t	add	an	option	to	edit	text	by	selecting	passages	and	copying	and	pasting	them	elsewhere	in	an	e-mail	message	or	note.	And	with	the	new	iPhone	firmware,	they	still	haven’t.	This	missing	feature	is	more	than	a	little	annoying	for	those	who	write	more	than	talk,	want	to	copy	and	paste	long
strings	from	URLs,	or	fix	links	that	get	truncated	in	e-mail	messages.	Another	annoyance	for	writers–and	a	confusing	omission,	given	the	capability	of	the	iPhone’s	on-screen	keyboard	to	flip	horizontally	for	some	applications	but	not	for	others–is	the	fact	that	the	touch-screen	keyboard	doesn’t	rotate	to	a	landscape	orientation	when	using	the	Notes,	e-
mail,	or	Maps	applications.	Those	also	happen	to	be	the	three	most	writing-intensive	apps	on	the	iPhone,	which	makes	the	necessary	one-finger	hunting	and	pecking	required	by	the	portrait-mode	keyboard	all	the	more	annoying	if	you	use	those	features	a	lot.	Over	time,	using	your	thumbs	to	type	versus	holding	the	phone	in	one	hand	and	poking	at	the
keys	with	one	finger	is	a	lot	more	significant	than	you	might	think.	The	iPhone‘s	predictive	text	feature	(where	the	phone	“guesses”	what	you’re	going	to	write	after	you	enter	a	few	characters–to	eliminate	typos)	does	a	decent	job	of	streamlining	typing.	However,	it	has	only	an	“opt-out”	feature,	which	requires	hitting	a	very	small	“x”	to	deselect	the
word	it	suggests.	This	is	where	that	feature	fails.	The	time	it	saves	in	correcting	miscues	sometimes	pales	in	comparison	to	the	frustration	it	causes	in	forcing	you	to	repeatedly	deselect	words.	And	there’s	no	way	to	turn	it	off	or	create	a	keyboard-based	shortcut	to	deselect	the	predicted	word.	Here’s	the	first	thing	on	the	list	that	the	new	App	Store’s
offerings	fix–at	least	if	you’re	an	AOL	Instant	Messenger	user.	There’s	still	no	IM	client	preloaded	onto	the	iPhone.	That	said,	with	e-mail,	text	messaging,	voice	calling,	and	a	host	of	third-party	mobile	Web-based	messaging	offerings	(Twitter	comes	to	mind),	do	we	really	need	another	form	of	communication	built	into	the	3G	iPhone?	Well,	maybe	a	fax
machine.	Sadly,	no	one	really	knows	when	being	able	to	view	Flash	animations	or	films	will	be	a	reality	on	the	iPhone.	This	big	wish-list	item	for	the	second-gen	version	is	still	missing	from	the	3G	handset.	Even	though	YouTube	clips	are	in	Flash	format	on	the	Web,	they’ve	been	converted	to	QuickTime	format	specifically	for	the	iPhone-centric	version
of	YouTube.	The	lack	of	Flash	support	means	Safari	fumbles	when	it	comes	to	YouTube	clips	embedded	in	blog	posts	or	other	pages;	those	just	show	up	as	broken	plugin	icons,	with	no	option	to	launch	the	clips	in	the	iPhone’s	separate	YouTube	app.Update:	The	new	2.0	software	has	fixed	the	embedded	YouTube	clips	problem.	Embedded	YouTube
clips	now	show	up	with	a	Play	button;	clicking	that	button	launches	the	clip	in	the	iPhone’s	YouTube	app.	(7/13/08)	Sorry,	snapshooters	and	YouTube	filmmakers.	The	3G	iPhone’s	still	camera	maxes	out	at	2	megapixels,	and	there’s	no	way	to	shoot	video	with	the	camera.	Those	are	limitations	that	no	number	of	photography	apps	from	the	iPhone	App
Store	will	cure.	Microsoft	Exchange	is	now	supported,	but	there’s	no	way	to	get	all	your	messages	from	Yahoo,	Mac.com,	Gmail,	AOL,	and	your	business	account	all	on	one	page,	so	to	speak.	Then	again,	barring	excellent	spam	filters	across	all	those	sites,	you	wouldn’t	want	that	anyway.	Third-party	apps	to	the	rescue!	The	new	iPhone	has	no	native
support	for	voice	dialing	or	recording	audio	memos,	but	a	few	third-party	apps	now	available	via	the	App	Store	build	them	into	the	3G	handset,	including	Jott	for	iPhone,	which	is	available	for	free.	See	our	complete	iPhone	coverage.
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